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A  DIALOGUE 

BETWEEN  TWO  SEAMEN,  AFTER  A  STORM. 


Jack.  What  cheer,  shipmate  f  How  did 
you  weather  the  storm  last  night  ? 

Tom.  Truly  I  never  was  in  such  a  taking 
in  my  life,  as  when  the  ship  made  so  much 
water,  in  spite  of  all  hands  at  the  pumps ;  I 
thought  we  should  every  man  of  us  go  to 
Davey  Jones9  Locker. 
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Jack.  But,  though  you  speak  so  jocosely 
about  death  now,  had  you  not  more  serious 
thoughts  .of  it,  when  it  seemed  to  stare  you 
in  the  face,  last  night  ? 

Tom.  Why,  Jack  I  must  confess,  I  had 
some  dreadful  thoughts  ahout  going  to  hell ; 
and  if  I  had  been  alone,  I  should  have  said 
my  prayers. — But  pray  how  did  you  feel  ? 

Jack.  Quite  happy ,  and  resigned  to  what- 
ever might  befall  me. 

Tom.  Happy  in  a  storm !  Why,  I  have  been 
many  years  at  sea,  but  never  before  heard  of 
a  man  being  happy  in  a  storm. — Pray,  what 
makes  you  happier  than  other  people  ? 

Jack.  The  Bible,  with  the  help  of  God's 
Holy  Spirit,  Tom  ;  these  show  me  the  way 
to  true  happiness  and  solid  peace,  and  tell 
me  that  God  is  a  "  present  help  in  time  of 
trouble." 

Tom.  I  always  thought  the  Bible  a  book 
to  make  one  melancholy. 

Jack.  That's  a  great  mistake,  Tom  ;  on 
the  contrary,  it  affords  every  motive  to  true 
cheerfulness,  and  only  forbids  false  plea- 
sures and  foolish  joys,  which  are  indeed 
hurtful  as  well  as  sinful. 

Tom.  Then  why  is  it  laughed  at  by  the 
wise  ones,  and  by  all  hearty  fellows :  so  that 
you  know,  it  is  even  a  wonder  to  see  a  Bible 
among  a  whole  ship's  company  ? 

Jack.  Because  our  hearts  are  so  depraved 
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by  sin,  that  we  hate  God,  and  the  things  of 
God.  We  seem  willing  to  make  the  port  of 
heaven,  but  neglect  the  chart  which  should 
direct  our  course.  We  are  like  a  man  sleep- 
ing at  the  mast-head,  not  knowing  but  the 
first  gust  of  wind  may  launch  him  into  the 
deep. 

Tom.  I  certainly  sometimes  think  of  death 
and  wish  to  go  to  heaven  ;  but  what  chart  is 
that  you  talk  of? 

Jack.  Our  bodies  are  like  ships  richly 
freighted  ;  the  soul  is  a  cargo  of  greater 
value  than  the  whole  world  ;  "for  what 
would  it  pr  ofit  a  man  to  gain  the  whole  world 
and  lose  his  own  soul  r"'(Matt.  xvi.  26.)  We 
are  exposed  to  such  violent  storms  in  sailing 
over  the  ocean  of  life,  that  numbers  daily 
founder,  and  make  shipwreck  both  of  body 
and  soul :  to  prevent  this,  however,  the  owner 
has  given  us  the  Bible,  as  our  chart,  in  which 
the  track  to  the  port  of  heaven  is  plainly 
marked— every  rock,  shoal,  or  quicksand 
distinctly  shown — and  the  winds  which 
blow  in  certain  directions,  at  particular 
seasons,  pointed  out. 

Tom.  Pray,  who  is  the  owner  you  speak 
of? 

Jack.  He  is  God  Almighty,  who  made  the 
sea  and  the  dryland;  He  created  man  in  his 
own  image,  and  man's  supreme  happiness 
consisted  in  fellowship  with  his  Maker  ;  but 


the  first  man  made  shipwreck  of  this  happy 
state,  by  sinning  against  God,  and  brought 
sin  and  misery  on  all  his  race.  So  this  chart 
says,  "  all  have  sinned,  and  come  short  of 
the  glory  of  God.  (Rorn.  iii.  23.)  "  The 
wages  of  sin  is  death,"  (Rom.  vi.  23.)  not 
only  the  death  of  the  body  ;  but  if  we  live 
and  die  in  the  love  of  sin,  we  are  subject  to 
eternal  death,  which  is  banishment  of  our 
souls  from  God,  to  dwell  forever  in  hell, 
"where  the  worm  dielh  not,  and  the  fire 
is  not  quenched."  (Mark,  ix.  44.) 

Tom.  Does  your  Bible  tell  us  how  to  es- 
cape this  ? 

Jack.  Not  only  so,  but  it  shows  us  the  way 
to  everlasting  happiness.  Having  told  us 
of  our  natural  state  as  sinners,  it  reveals  a 
Saviour, Jesus  Christ,  the  ever-blessed  Son 
of  God,  who  took  upon  him  our  nature,  that 
he  might  become  a  suitable  Saviour  for  us  ; 
he  fulfilled  the  law  of  God  in  our  stead,  and 
died  on  the  cross  to  make  atonement  for 
our  sins. 

Tom.  Explain  yourself,  Jack,  as  I  do  not 
understand  any  thing  about  religion. 

Jack.  Suppose,  Tom,  when  we  sailed 
from  London,  you  had  taken  out  goods  as  a 
venture,  and,  to  secure  the  man  that  gave 
you  credit,  had  given  him  your  bond  ;  and 
suppose,vvhen  we  arrive  at  our  port,  you  sell 
the  goods,  but  instead  of  paying  your  credit- 
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or,  squander  away  the  money.  Now,  to  pre- 
vent hislodgingyouinjail,ashejustlymight, 
if  I,  becoming  your  surety,  were  to  pay  the 
money,  and  cancel  the  bond,  would  the 
creditor  then  have  any  claim  on  you  ? 

Tom.  Certainly  not :  he  would  be  as 
well  satisfied  as  if  I  had  paid  it. 

Jack.  So  it  is  with  divine  things  ;  we  are 
not  only  debtors  to  God'sjust  law, but  highly 
criminal  and  guilty  of  mutiny  and  rebellion 
against  him  :  thus  we  are  all  exposed  to 
his  just  sentence  of  condemnation  :  for  the 
Bible  says,  "  Cursed  is  every  one  that  con- 
tinueth  not  in  all  things  which  are  written 
in  the  book  of  the  law,  to  do  them."  (Gal. 
iii.  10.)  But  Jesus  Christ  became  our  sure- 
ty, and  paid  the  dreadful  debt,  by  "  being 
made  a  curse  for  us,"  (Gal.  iii.  13.)  when 
"  He  bore  our  sins  in  his  own  body  on  the 
cross,"  (1  Peter  ii.  24.)  thus  making  a 
complete  atonement  for  them.  He  satis- 
fied divine  justice  ;  and,  by  alife  of  perfect 
righteousness,  fulfilled  the  law  in  our  stead; 
therefore  all  who  believe  in  him  are  justi- 
fied from  all  things,  from  which  they  could 
not  be  justified  by  the  law  of  Moses." 
(Acts,  xiii.  39.) 

Tom.  Are  all  men  thus  justified  ? 

Jack.  Alas  !  no  ;  for  the  greater  part  of 
men  despise  this  way  of  salvation,  or,  at 
least,  care  nothing  about  it.-Suppose,in  the 


case  I  have  just  stated,  you  were  obstinately 
to  refuse  me  as  your  surety  ;  do  you  think 
I  would  afterwards  release  you  ? 
Tom.  No,  surely. 

Jack.  Then  how  can  you,  or  any  man, 
expect  to  be  saved  by  a  Redeemer,  whom 
you  despise  and  reject  ?  No  my  dear  Tom, 
we  must  come  as  guilty  penitent  sinners, 
and  beg  for  mercy,  for  Christ's  sake,  de- 
termining by  His  grace  to  forsake  our  sins, 
before  we  can  ever  obtain  true  comfort  or 
advantage  from  his  salvation  ;  then  indeed 
we  may  "  rejoice  with  joy  unspeakable, 
and  full  of  glory." 

Tom.  That,  I  suppose  made  you  so  hap- 
py in  the  storm  :  but  pray,  why  do  you  call 
the  bible  your  Chart  ? 

Jack.  Because,  as  I  told  you,  it  marks 
our  track  across  the  ocean  of  this  life,  and 
points  out  the  rocks  and  shoals,  which  are 
to  be  avoided. 

Tom.  And  what  are  they  ? 
Jack.  The  first  rock  is  unbelief,  which 
lies  concealed  under  the  surf  of  self-confi- 
dence ;  in  plain  English,  this  means,  that 
the  disbelief  of  God's  word,  and  the  want 
of  true  faith,  are  no  less  dangerous  to  our 
souls,  than  a  rock  covered  by  the  ocean,  is 
to  our  bodies.  Another  rock  is  hard-heart" 
edness,  which  means  our  not  feeling  the 
evil  that  is  in  sin,  especially  in  what  we  call 
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little  sins ;  for  the  beginning  of  sin  is  like 
water  coming  in  at  a  small  hole  in  the  ship, 
which  if  not  stopped  will  inevitably  sink  her. 

Tom.  Well,  but  there  are  some  things 
that  you  call  sins,  which  cannot  be  avoided 
aboard  ship  ;  and  1  hope  God  will  forgive 
those  faults  that  we  commit  with  our  ship- 
mates, because  we  only  do  like  the  rest. 

Jack.  Our  guilt  is  not  lessened  by  follow- 
ing a  multitude  to  do  evil,  but  is  rather  in- 
creased by  the  example  we  set  before  others, 
and  especially  boys,  who  naturally  imitate 
the  vices  of  men,  though  they  evidently  may 
be  their  ruin. — We  have  all  daily  causes  to 
cry  to  God  for  the  pardon  of  our  sins, as  well 
as  for  hisgracetoenableus  toforsakethem; 
for,"unless  we  repent,  we  must  all  perish." 

Tom.  But  who  can  forbear  swearing  some- 
times, especially  when  things  go  cross  ? 
And  indeed  we  are  so  much  in  the  habit  of 
it,  that  we  often  don't  know  when  we  swear. 

Jack.  Those  who  are  enabled  truly  to 
believe  in  Christ,will  prove  that  faith  is  not 
mere  opinion,  but  a  divine  principle,  which 
works  by  love,  and  produces  a  complete 
change  in  the  hcnrt  and  conduct.  "  The 
grace  of  God  thus  bringeth  salvation, teach- 
ing us  to  deny  ungodliness  and  wordly  lusts, 
and  to  live  soberly,  righteously  and  godly  in 
this  present  evil  world ;"  we,  therefore, 
should  keep  a  strict  watch  against  those 
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sins  which  more  easily  beset  us,  and  espe- 
cially against  profaneness,which  insults  the 
Divine  Majesty,  defies  his  power,  and  chal- 
lenges his  wrath,  even  when  he  declared, 
"  He  will  not  hold  him  guiltless  that  taketh 
His  name  in  vain."  Most  other  sins  have 
the  allurement  of  sensual  pleasure,  or  some 
advantage  to  plead :  but  swearing  is  selling 
our  souls  to  Satan  for  nought,  can  give  no 
satisfaction,  and  is  attended  with  no  gain. 

Tom.  You  are  so  strict,  then,  I  suppose 
you  would  not  drink  a  merry  can  of  grog 
with  your  shipmates  ? 

Jack.  If  by  a  merry  can,  you  mean  drink- 
ing to  excess,  I  would  remindyou,  that  God, 
whose  commands  are  for  man's  good, as  well 
as  for  his  own  glory,  has  charged  us — Be 
not  drunJc.  (Eph.  v.  18.)  Drunkenness  is  a 
great  crime  ;  it  unfits  for  every  service : 
and  whatever  we  may  think  of  it,  no  drunk- 
ard can  inherit  the  'kingdom  of  God.  (1-Cor. 
vi.  10.  Gal.  v.  21.)  "  Have,  therefore,  no 
fellowship  with  these  unfruitful  works  of 
darkness ;  but  rather  reprove  them  for 
conscience  sake." 

Tom.  You  make  so  much  of  a  little  tip- 
pling aboard  a  ship,  what  will  you  say  to 
those  who  have  a  frolic  on  shore  ? 

Jack.  Don't  jest  with  sin,Tom.  "Whore- 
mongers and  adulterers  God  will  judge." 
He  hath  said,  Keep  thyself  pure,  (1  Tim.  v. 
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22.)  and  the  more  bad  examples  abound, 
the  greater  need  there  is  that  we  should 
"  watch  and  pray,  that  we  enter  not  into 
temptation."  Be  not  then  partakers  with 
them,  who  not  only  sacrifice  their  health, 
money,  and  character,  but  destroy  body  and 
soul  in  hell,  for  such  poor  sensual  indul- 
gencies. 

Tom.  Are  there  any  seamen  religious 
besides  yourself,  Jack  ? 

Jack.  I  believe  there  are  many— the  pow- 
er of  God's  grace  is  sometimes  displayed  in 
places  where  we  least  expect  it.  I  was  my- 
self acquainted  with  a  negro  sailor,  who,  in 
a  dreadful  storm  during  the  night,  when  he 
every  minute  expected  that  the  ship  would 
founder,  enjoyed  strong  consolations  from 
putting  his  trust  in  Jesus.  I  have  seen  a  let- 
ter from  a  sailor  on  board  the  Bellerophon, 
after  the  memorable  battle  of  the  Nile,  in 
which  he  praised  the  Lord  for  preserving 
him  in  that  engagement,  and  declared  that 
he  had  seen  as  happy  days  in  that  ship,  as 
ever  he  had  seen  in  his  life  ;  adding,  that  he 
had  several  godly  companions  on  board, 
who  had  been  of  great  service  to  him. 

Tom.  You  surprise  me,  Jack. 

Jack.  These  men  not  only  profess  to  be 
godly,  but  on  receiving  their  first  prize-mo- 
ney from  that  victory,  while  their  shipmates 
were  drowning  the  sense  of  their  deliver- 
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ance  in  spiritous  liquors,  eight  of  them  of 
their  own  accord,  gave  half  of  their  payment 
amounting  to  £18.  16s.  to  promote  the 
spreading  of  the  gospel  among  the  heathen, 
as  a  thank-offering  to  God,  who  covered 
their  heads  in  the  day  of  battle. 

Tom.  If  1  thought  the  Bible  would  do  me 
so  much  good  as  you  say,  I  would  buy  one  : 
when  I  go  ashore,  however,  I'll  try  to  get 
one,  and  read  it  through  and  through. 

Jack.  You  need  not  wait  for  that ;  I'll 
lend  you  mine  :  but  you  must  not  suppose 
the  mere  reading  of  it  over  as  a  history  will 
do  you  any  good;  you  must  pray  over  it,  that 
the  Lord  would  enlighten  your  mind  by  his 
Holy  Spirit,  without  which  it  will  be  as  a 
sealed  book  to  you  :  but  if  you  read  it  under 
his  influence,  you  will  obtain  a  good  hope  of 
everlasting  life,  "  which  is  an  anchor  of  the 
soul, both  sure  and  steadfast. "(Heb.  vi.  19.) 
Tom.  Thank  you,  Jack,  but  how  can  I 
read  the  Bible,  or  pray,  on  shipboard  ? 

Jack.  You  know,  Tom,  where  there's  a 
will,  there's  a  way  ;  I  find  many  opportuni- 
ties between  the  watches,and  especially  on 
Sundays,  to  get  into  a  corner  below  deck, 
and  read  my  Bible  ;  and  as  to  prayer,  the 
Lord  will  answer  the  man  that  lifts  up  his 
heart  to  him,  though  he  cannot  go  on  his 
knees.  I  often  enjoy  sweet  communion 
with  him  as  1  lie  in  my  hammock. 


14 


Tom.  I  would  follow  your  example,  but 
I  don't  know  how  to  pray. 

Jack.  The  disciples  asked  Jesus  to  teach 
them  to  pray  ;  and  the  Scriptures  tell  us  of 
a  man,  who  could  only  say  from  the  heart, 
"God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner,"  and  his 
prayer  was  heard ;  we  are  there  encourag- 
ed to  "pour  out  our  hearts  before  the 
Lord."  Whatever  we  truly  need,  for  body 
or  soul,  we  may  simply  ask  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ,  who  has  promised  that, 
"  whatever  we  ask  of  the  Father,  in  his 
name,  he  will  give  it  us  :  Ask,  and  ye  shaH 
receive,  that  your  joy  may  be  full."  (John, 
xvi.23,24.) 


THE  WONDERFUL  CURE  OF 

GENERAL-  XAAMAN. 


THIS  great  man  lived  in  the  days  of  Ben- 
hadad,  king  of  Syria,  near  three  thousand 
years  ago.  He  was  a  favorite  of  the  king, 
and  commander-in-chief  of  his  forces.  He 
had  signalized  himself  in  several  battles  by 
his  wisdom,  prudence  and  courage,  and 
the  Lord  had  frequently  given  him  the  vic- 
tory over  the  enemies  of  Syria,  by  which 
means  his  country  was  preserved  from  ruin. 

However  in  the  midst  of  all  his  honor 
from  the  king  and  his  fellow-subjects,  God 
smote  him  with  a  leprosy,  which  was  a  dis- 
ease peculiarly  loathsome,  and,  in  general, 
incurable.  In  vain  did  he  apply  to  the 
physicians  of  Syria;  they  could  afford  him 
no  relief.  Among  his  slaves  there  was  a 
Jewish  girl,  who  during  the  wars  with 
Israel,  had  been  carried  away  prisoner  by 
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the  Syrian  army,  and  taken  into  Naaman's 
service.  This  young  woman  being  much 
concerned  for  the  affliction  of  her  master, 
who  had  treated  her  with  kindness,  men- 
tioned to  her  mistress  how  greatly  she  de- 
sired that  her  master  would  visit  the  prophet 
of  Samaria,  who,to  her  certain  knowledge, 
had  performed  many  wonderful  works,  arid 
no  doubt  had  power  to  cure  even  a  leprosy. 
Her  master,  who  was  not  a  haughty  man 
upon  this  occasion,  listened  to  the  counsel 
of  his  slave. 

The  circumstance  being  mentioned  to 
Benhadad,  the  king,  he  was  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  Naaman  should  at  least  try 
what  this  stranger  could  do  for  him,  arid 
offered  to  send  a  letter  of  recommendation 
to  the  king  of  Israel,  supposing  that  the 
prophet  Elisha  would  be  well  known  to  the 
king  of  Israel ;  that  he  would  be  always 
with  him,  and  act  at  his  command.  He 
therefore  wrote  to  the  king,  to  cure  his 
general,  without  once  mentioning  the 
prophet  Elisha.  When  Naaman  delivered 
the  letter,  the  king  considered  the  request 
to  cure  this  leper  as  a  designed  insult,  with 
a  view  to  produce  fresh  war  between  the 
two  nations,  and  said  to  those  who  sur- 
rounded him,  "  Does  Benhadad  think  me 
a  god,  one  who  can  kill  and  then  restore 
him  to  life,  that  he  desires  me  to  cure  a 
man  of  a  leprosy  ?" 
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The  matter  created  no  small  uneasiness 
in  the  Samaritan  court,  and  it  soon  be- 
came a  topic  of  general  conversation  in  the 
city.  Elisha  the  man  of  God,  hearing  of 
it,  sent  a  message  to  the  king,  that  he 
might  desire  the  diseased  foreigner  to  call 
upon  him,  when  he  should  have  a  proof 
that  God  had  a  prophet  in  Israel. 

Accordingly  the  Syrian  general,  with 
high  ideas  of  his  own  importance,  went  in 
great  state  to  the  prophet's  house,  at  the 
door  of  which  his  chariot  halted.  To  show 
that  Elisha  was  not  elated  by  this  honor, 
which  the  Syrian  supposed  he  couferred 
upon  him,  and  to  bring  down  the  Syrian's 
pride,  he  did  not  come  out,  bu£  desired  a 
messenger  to  say  to  him,  "  Go  and  wash 
seven  times  in  Jordan  and  thou  shalt  be 
clean." 

Enraged  that  the  prophet  did  not  come 
out  and  treat  him  with  respect,  he  ordered 
his  chariot  to  be  driven  off  with  speed.  He 
likewise  laughed  at  the  prophet  desiring 
him  only  to  wash  in  the  river  Jordan ;  for 
said  he,  "  we  have  much  better  rivers  of 
our  own,  such  as  Abana  and  Pharpar.  I 
may  wash  in  them  as  well  as  in  Jordan,  if 
mere  river  water  can  cure  a  leprosy." 

His  servants  did  not  approve  of  his  con- 
duct in  despising  the  prophet's  prescription, 
and  because  they  loved  their  master,  they 
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humbly  reasoned  the  matter  with  him. — 
"  Supposing,"  said  they,  "  the  prophet  had 
desired  you  to  do  some  great  thing  ;  to  un- 
dergo some  painful  operation,  in  order  to 
get  rid  of  the  disease,  would  you  not  have 
cheerfully  complied?  Why  then  should 
you  refuse  to  do  that  which  is  so  simple 
and  easy  ?" 

"  Your  reasoning  is  good,"  said  he,  "  I 
will  go  and  wash  in  Jordan."  He  did  so, 
and  was  completely  cured. 

He  perceived  the  finger  of  the  God  of 
Israel  in  this  matter  ;  hastened  to  the  pro- 
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phet,  and  made  a  profession  of  his  faith  in 
the  true  God,  saying  :  "  I  now  know  that 
there  is  no  other  God  in  all  the  earth,  but 
the  God  that  is  known  and  worshipped  in 
Israel."  He  then  begged  that  Elisha 
would  accept  of  a  present,  but  he  would 
not ;  again  he  urged  him,  but  he  persisted 
in  refusing.  Naaman  then  prayed  that 
God  would  pardon  his  past  idolatry,  and 
departed  to  his  own  land.  When  but  a 
little  way  off,  Gehazi,  the  servant  of  the 
prophet,  grieved  that  his  master  had  let  slip 
such  a  fine  opportunity  of  obtaining  riches, 
determined  to  try  if  he  could  not  procure 
something  to  himself,  unknown  to  his  mas- 
ter. He  made  haste  to  overtake  the  Syrian, 
which  he  effected,  and  framed  a  falsehood, 
in  order  to  deceive  and  extort  money  from 
him.  Naaman's  heart  was  so  filled  with 
gratitude  for  the  benefit  he  had  received, 
that  he  treated  the  very  servant  like  a 
prince.  When  he  perceived  him  coming, 
he  alighted  from  his  chariot,  and  ran  to 
meet  him.  He  said,  the  prophet  had  sent 
him  for  some  money,  as  an  unexpected 
opportunity  for  doing  good,  which  had  oc- 
curred immediately  after  hie  departure. 
The  servant  asked  for  one  talent  of  silver, 
but  Naaman  urged  him  to  take  two,  which 
amounted  to  near  seven  hundred  pounds 
sterling. 
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When  Gehazi  returned  home,  he  care- 
fully concealed  the  money,  hoping  his  mas- 
ter would  know  nothing  of  it :  but  God 
whose  eyes  see  every  action,  revealed  to 
Elisha  the  whole  matter. 

When  he  came  into  his  master's  apart- 
ment, heiriquired  where  he  had  been.  He 
ventured  to  cover  his  guilt  with  another  lie, 
saying  he  had  been  no  where.  Upon  this, 
the  prophet  related  to  him  all  that  he  had 
done,  and  sharply  reproved  him  for  his 
wickedness.  He  then  pronounced  his 
doom,  viz :  that  Naaman's  leprosy  should 
come  upon  him,  and  continue  to  afflict  his 
family  for  many  generations.  The  pro- 
phet had  no  sooner  ended  this  sentence 
than  Gehazi  was  seized  with  the  leprosy, 
and  went  out  as  white  as  snow.  (See  2 
Kings,  chapter  v.) 

Let  us  now  consider  what  instruction  is 
intended  by  the  history  of  Naaman. 

The  disease  of  the  leprosy  effected  the 
whole  body  ;  the  disease  of  sin  equally  af- 
fects the  soul.  None  but  God  could  cure 
the  leprosy  ;  none  but  He  can  remove  sin 
from  the  soul.  The  simplicity  of  the  means 
to  which  Naaman  was  directed,  was  the 
very  thing  that  caused  him  to  stumble  ;  he 
despised  Jordan.  The  medicine  which  the 
gospel  administers  for  the  cure  of  the  dis- 
eased soul  is  so  simple  (only  to  believe  and 
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trust  in  Christ,)  that  thousands  rather  per- 
ish than  submit  to  it.  "  Believe  in  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thoushalt  be  saved," 
is  the  soul  of  the  Gospel,  or  the  sum  of  the 
good  news  from  God  to  sinners. 

We  see  from  this  story,  what  great  good 
a  simple  girl,  in  the  meanest  station  in  life, 
may  sometimes  be  the  means  of  doing. 
The  whole  was  brought  about  by  a  young 
female  captive.  She  could  do  nothing  for 
herself,  out  she  informed  her  master  of  one 
who  could  cure  his  awful  leprosy.  A  very 
young  Christian  can  tell  the  most  important 
of  all  truths  to  a  poor  sinner,  viz  :  that 
Jesus  is  the  only  Saviour. 

If  the  young  Jewish  servant  recommend- 
ed a  prophet  of  God  to  her  master  for  curing 
his  leprosy,  might  not  Christian  servants 
prudently  and  affectionately  recommend 
the  Scriptures,  if  not  to  their  masters  and 
mistresses,  at  least  to  their  children  ?  And 
might  they  not  be  remarkably  useful  among 
their  fellow-servants  f 

There  lived,  lately,  in  the  north  of  Ireland 
a  female  servant,  who  used  to  put  pious 
tracts  into  the  hands  of  the  young  ladies  in 
the  family  where  she  served,  which  they 
would  sometimes  read  and  make  sport  of, 
and  at  other  times  throwthem  away.  When 
any  of  the  young  ladies  could  not  ileep  at 
night,  she  would  offer  to  sit  in  their  room  to 
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bear  them  company,  if  they  would  permit 
her  to  read  the  scriptures  aloud,  to  which 
proposal  they  frequently  consented. 

After  continuing  many  years  in  the  fami- 
ly, and  conducting  herself  with  Christian 
prudence  and  circumspection,. she  took  a 
fever.  During  her  illness,  she  expressed 
great  joy  in  the  prospect  of  dying,  because 
she  then  expected  an  end  to  all  her  sorrows 
and  sufferings,  and  that  Jesus  whom  she 
loved  above  all  things, would  take  her  home 
to  his  everlasting  glory.  Because  her  fever 
was  of  an  infectious  nature,  none  of  the 
family  would  see  her  in  her  distress  ;  but 
her  conduct  and  sayings  were  reported  to 
them  from  time  to  time.  She  died  happy' 
in  the  hope  of  heaven,  and  the  family  gave 
her  a  decent  funeral. 


*  After  her  death,  the  family  began  to  re- 
flect upon  the  past  conduct  of  their  deceased 
•ervant.  They  commended  her  honesty 
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and  industry.  They  conversed  of  her  piety  ; 
her  anxiety  about  her  salvation  ;  the  ear- 
nestness with  which  she  recommended  to 
them  the  Scriptures,  and  her  little  tracts. 
They  also  spoke  of  her  courage  in  the  pros- 
pect of  death,  and  her  assurance  of  happi- 
ness beyond  the  grave.  They  were  now 
convinced  that  there  was  more  truth  and 
comfort  in  the  religion  taught  by  the  Bible, 
than  they  were  accustomed  to  suppose. 
The  family  began  in  good  earnest  to  search 
the  scriptures.  By  means  of  which,  with 
the  blessings  of  God'sHoly  Spirit,they  were 
soon  brought  to  a  knowledge  of  their  sin 
and  misery.  The  same  scriptures  pointed 
out  to  them  the  only  remedy,  Jesus,  who 
was  crucified  for  sin,  buried  and  rose  on  the 
third  day,  according  to  the  scriptures,  and 
was  afterwards  exalted  to  the  right  hand  of 
the  Majesty  in  the  heavens,  to  give  repent- 
ance and  remission  of  sins  to  all  who  should 
apply  to  him,  and  to  make  continual  inter- 
cession for  his  people. 

The  parents  and  young  people  became 
followers  of  Christ,  and  through  their  influ- 
ence, another  family,  nearly  related,  were 
also  converted  to  the  faith  of  Christ. 

Thus  an  obscure  individual  became  the 
honored  instrument  of  adding  two  families 
to  the  kingdom  of  Grod. 

THE    END. 
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